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BIRD'S ANTING ANTICS MYSTIFY NATURALISTS 


Despite decades of careful study, ornithologists still do not know why birds 
rub their feathers with live ants. 

One of nature's strangest mysteries, "anting" fascinates and confounds bird 
watchers. A bird, clutching an ant in its bill, contorts itself to stroke the insect 
against wing and tail feathers. The bird seems to experience an almost trancelike 
ecstasy.' 

A variety of passerine, or perching, birds indulge in anting at times, the 
National Geographic Society says. It isalso practiced by a few other birds—for ex¬ 
ample, the wryneck, green woodpecker, and species of parrots.. 

O bserved by Schoolboy * 

Anting went virtually unnoticed by bird watchers until 1934 when an Australian 
schoolboy, Peter Bradley, wrote the nature editor of the Melbourne Argus to report 
that he had observed starlings placing live ants beneath their wings,. He wondered 
why. 

At first the letter made little impression on the nature editor,. A,. H.. Chisholm, 
but when he happened to read an almost identical query from a Sydney man he realized 
that he had come upon a discovery. 

Soon Canadian ornithologist Hance Roy Ivor began a careful study of anting at 
his songbird observatory near Erindale, Ontario. There he watched thousands of ant— 
ings by about 30 species of birds. 

"Let us watch Unu, my tame blue jay, for a moment as he alights on a patch of 
sod amid crawling ants," Ivor wrote in the National Geographic Magazine. "Quizzi¬ 
cally he cocks his head to eye the insects at his feet,. Then with incredible swift¬ 
ness he makes a darting stroke to pick up one of the ants. At the same instant he 
stretches out one wing'and twists his tail awry beside his legs. Clutching the ant 
in his bill, he rapidly rubs it against the underside of an outer primary feather, 
stroking downward towards its tip. 

"In quick succession, he picks up ant after ant to caress first one wing, then 
the other, and stroke the underside of his tail feathers. Occasionally in his ludi¬ 
crous contortions he steps on his own tail feathers and tumbles backward like a comic 
acrobat. In this strange act of anting he seems to gain an exaltation that might 
almost be likened to the ecstasy of a cat over catnip." 

Theories Offered 

The most widely advanced explanation for anting is that the birds use the in¬ 
sects to rid themselves of parasites. Some observers theorize that the ants.seize 
the parasites; others say the formic acid exuded by many species of ants drives the 
parasites away. 


....continued 
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But other ornithologists contend that the chance of an ant seizing a parasite 
seems unlikely. If the formic acid drives away the parasites, it seems odd that the 
bird should not rub the insects deep under its wings and other parts of its body 
where parasites are most likely to gather. 

Ornithologists also wonder why some birds ant frequently, others rarely or never, 
"And why," mused British naturalist David Gunston, "should the mere sight of ants 
send some birds into paroxysms of seeming delight, even if they do not subsequently 
ant?" 

"In many ways," said Hance Boy Ivor, "it seems that anting is a primal form of 
behavior, lost by some birds but retained by others. We must, in my opinion, continue 
to seek the definitive solution to one of the most outstanding puzzles of ornithology." 

from the NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC NE.wS BULLETIN , 
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■’ \ MAN,' THE DESPOILER 

Look at history, and you will dee nation after nation march across its pages, to 
rise and flourish pn ; the rape of a fertile land, and to pass on into national decay or 
oblivion with the depletion of that fertility. Look at history 1 When you do, you will 
see that civilized man has always mis-used the land. There are many unproductive scars 
on old .Mother. Earth, .starvation-ridden lands that once'adequately fed gr*eat nations* 
Look at the history of any nation that has ever tilled the soil and you will see that 
man,is not worthy' of his'stewardship'Of the land. He always despoils the land, and the 
degree of his destruction can be measured' in terms of his tenure plus his so-called ' 
civilization • •• 

NATURE. THE RESTORER 

MILL YOU SUPPORT THIS ARGUMENT WITH YOUR' VIE.jS-? .. .Editors. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Just a. word to say that I enjoy receiving the 
hood-Duck, which is an excellent publication. I 
only wish that our local Audubon Society, Bedford 
Audubon, did as well! 

Paul J. holf 
Putnam Valley, N.Y. 


Your enterprise to keep a reservation for 
nature lovers fascinates me. I hope you. will have 
abounding success," 

Ellen Cuthbert, 

1028 Lome Park Ad,., 
Lome' Park P.O. Ont. 

Corresponding member this 
and sent a contribution for 
Spooky hollow . ) . ■: 


Mrs. Cuthbert became a 
all for the first time 
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SPECIAL THANKS 

Sincere thanks to all those who have contributed their 
help, advice, and co-operation and especially, to those who 
have submitted articles to this our first hood Duck. 

P . Editors 


LOOKING AHEAD 

Are you planning to attend the VICTORIA WEEKEND CAMP this Hay,?'? 
FEATURE ATTRACTION—our own SPOOKY HOLLOW 
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Feature Article supplied by Federation of 
Ontario Naturalists - written by hr ; Geor ;e Toner. 

Chantry Island, off .Southampton on Lake Huron, has long been known to be the 
home of breeding colonies of gulls. The island is about three-quarters of a mile 
long and half a mile wide, probably somewhat over a square mile in- area. It is 
covered with vegetation, except on the beach and the flat rocks where the gulls nest, 
It is the property of the Federal Department of Transport, and is a Dominion Bird 
Sanctuary. At one time there was a navigation light, and the light house still 
stands, but it is empty and dark. The light keeper's house has almost disappeared, 
but great clumps of lilacs mark the spot where it stood. In the past, Southampton 
was an important shipping point, and the government built moles stretching almost 
to the island. These moles, or piers, were built, I am told, sometime in the 80*s, 
but have long since fallen into disuse, and the waves made great gaps in them. 

The vegetation of Chantry Island is a queer mixture of cultivated plants 
such as garden iris, lilacs and others, in addition to the same native flora that 
is found elsewhere along the shore of the mainland. Here the dominant plant is the 
poison ivy which grows luxuriantly in most of the drier situations. Trees are 
balsam, white cedar, and white pine with some elms to be seen, but the poison ivy 
seems to choke out elms in most areas. Reeds and sedges dominate a large part of 
the centre of the island, which is often flooded at high water. 

The herring gull colony, of about ten thousand birds, is along the boulder 
beach of the eastern and southeastern shores. A larger colony of ring-billed gulls 
estimated at twenty thousand birds, is concentrated around a bay at the south west 
comer of the island. Unlike the herring gulls, the ring-billed makes no nest, 
but lays its eggs on the flat rocks, where bushes are growing in the cracks and 
crevices-. The two gulls differ in many respects in their breeding colonies, and 
do not seem to mingle, as each has its ecological niche that appears to suit it, 
for egg-laying and raising young. , 

On June 10th of this year I was invited to witness the banding of young gulls 
on this island. For the benefit of readers who are not acquainted with bird band¬ 
ing, an explanation may be in order. Bands are small aluminum strips that can be 
fastened around a bird's leg., . They have a serial number on each, and an in¬ 
scription "Notify Biol. Surv., Washington, D. G."which is the clearing house for 
all banding on this continent. Our.Federal Government is allotted a block of bands, 
which it, in turn, distributes to our bird banders each year. They are of several 
sizes, as a bird like a heron can carry a large band, while those birds smaller 
than a sparrow would have correspondingly.small bands. The bands are called 
"rings" in England, and the native word for ring is used throughout the continent 
of Europe. The Germans, I am told, were early users of this method of tracing a 
bird's flight on its migratory journeys. To come back to our work on Chantry 
Island, great Strings of bands were hung on each operator so that they could be 
used consecutively. For the banding of gulls, pliers were used to secure and 
bend each one, and to lock it on the bird's leg. 

The nestlings of the herring gulls were too small to band and the larger 
young escaped to the water leaving the medium sized birds hidden under logs or 
bushes. These were banded,and, as they are medium in size, they are most abundant, 
for the great bulk of the birds are neither early nor late in their nesting. The 
herring gull makes a nest of dried beach plants, and will often place green leaves 
over the eggs. In contrast, the ring-billed gull does not seem to make any nest, 

...continued 
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and the eggs are laid on the hard, flat rocks. 


Although herring gulls and ring-billed gulls are similar in size and colouring 
when adult, and only a trained observer can distinguish one from the other in the 
field, their behaviour bn the nesting colonies is quite different. As I have 
said, the ring-billed nests apart from the herring gull and the' behaviour of the 
two birds in the colonies is different. The herring gull seems to be indifferent 
to intruders unless they come near a particul r nest, when the gull that is guarding 
it, puts up a great clatter, diving down repeatedly to within inches of one's 
head. The ring-billed gulls, in contrast, seem to act more as a group, and if one 
nest is disturbed, the whole colony takes to the air in protest. 


As far as I could ascertain, only one parent was present, the other scroung¬ 
ing to great distances for food, each taking its turn in the food gathering. How 
the parents know their own young is a mystery to me, but they do, and all other 
youngsters begging for food are either ignored or taught manners by a snapping bill. 


Chantry Island will continue to be a nesting site for these colonies. It 
has no attractions for either tourists or farmers. The beach consists of large 
rounded boulders and there are only inches of soil. Occasional foxes may get there 
across the ice during the winter and have to stay there throughout the summer but 
other enemies seem to be absent. I was intrigued by the water snakes among the 
stones, and I wonder if they eat eggs or young gulls. Young snakes are taken by 
gulls and it maybe that the birds keep the reptiles from becoming too plentiful. 

In any case, the gulls of Chantry Island may long continue to clamor over the 
occasional boat that comes near, as they do now. • • 



DID YOU KHOm... that the Wood Duck, fix sponsa , generally considered the most 
beautifully plumaged of any north American duck, is named from the Greek ( aik ) 
and Latin ( sponsa ), a combination of words meaning, roughly translated, a water-' 
fowl in wedding dress. _ ; 
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ADVSMTUK5TTE 

by A.nne Keid 

Having heard from two leading authorities that we would be sure to see the 
Pileated Woodpecker in the Hopkin's Creek banctuary, we set out eagerly on a lovely 
day in early December. Tom is quite intense in his search for this particular 
bird, having caught only a hasty look at one in far away flight. We strolled 
along to the chorus of the Chickadees and then stopped to watch a Hawk wheeling. As 
we were about not to identify it, a great scrambling, thudding noise close by 
startled us. VJe looked and saw a hugh buck jump out from the underbrush just thir-. 
ty feet away. He loped for a short distance, then stopped and stared at us. Tom 
was just starting to count the points on his rack when we heard a similar sound from 
the same spot, we turned to see the doe jump out and join her mate in white-rumped 
flight to the edge of the woods. A week later we returned to see another smaller 
buck but we are still searching for the elusive Pileated just as intensely. 




BEAVER AND THEI: 


]LATI N jHIP TO TROUT oTREAMS 


by G.V.MeBride 

Beaver have altered the physical, chemical and biological 
balance of many streams. Spawning migrations of fish have been 
limited or prevented. Temperature and chemical conditions, of the 
stream have been altered so that spawning is unsuccessful. Large 
beaver ponds on small streams produce unfavourable chemical con¬ 
ditions through the collection of large amounts of organic material. 
By spreading over large areas, beaver dams have killed much timber 
valuable for shade and for holding the banks of the streams. When 
they become numerous'on small feeder streams, their dams are often 
placed so close together, that the entire stream is impounded. In 
such cases the water temperature often becomes too high for trout. 
When these dams remain in place for considerable periods, a series 
of marshy terraces or beaver meadows is formed and the stream dis¬ 
appears. After extensive beaver occupation, many fine, well shaded 
gravel-bottomed streams are converted into wide, shallow, open 
streams, having a soft unproductive bottom with little or no cover, 
and no valuable pools or riffles. In the mountainous streams of the 
western part of this continent,' beaver help to stabilize streanr’flow 
and store water which can be used for irrigation. 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

REQUEST 

from the Club's Library 

Members are asked to forward the following missing copies of 
the Wood Duck to- 

Mrs. A. Hawkes , 
c/o BOx 6, R. R. #1, Dundas. 

May-1950 September-1953 

October-1954 January-1955 
February-1956 May-1956 
September-1957 April-1958 
February-1959 October-1960 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR HELP IN THIS MATTER 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

MAMMAL QUIZ 

1. The largest member of the deer family, although perhaps not the 
most handsome, is found near lakes in the.forests of Northern Ontario? 

2. Known by the black tip at the end of its tail, this animal preys 
on mice and other small mammals? 

3. For many years the most sought-after of North American .furbearers, 
the animal is gradually incree.sing under protection? 

4. Nearly as large as a fox, this animal is a swift and agile hunter, 
in the tree tops and on the ground. It: lives in pine and spruce forest? 

(answers page 80 ) 


October-1953 
March-1955 
November-1956 
November-1957 


February-1950 
November-1953 
November-1955 
November-1956 
May-1958 
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NEW BOOKS FOR CLUB MEMBERS 


at the 

HAMILTON PUBLIC' LId.iU.RY 


by Annie J. Hunt 


The nature books have most interesting titles this month, namely, Watchers at 
the pond ; Brown paws and green thumbs ; My wilderness,East to Katahdin and Living 
free. 


In Watchers at the pond Franklin Russell tells the dramatic story of the 
"mysteries, the wonders, the hazards of life, procreation and death within the 
teeming universe of a pond". A native of New z-ealandy the author is now a free¬ 
lance writer in Toronto. The origin of his article in Maclean's magazine in 195&, 
entitled "The secret life of a pond," which was based on his observations of a pond 
in Hamilton's Royal Botanical Gardens. It begins with the winter season and vivid¬ 
ly and intensely records the habits of the pond creatures, the watchers, for the 
cycle of a year ending with the arrival of winter once again. The black and white 
decorations are by R.i/. Arnold. The author narrates neither as a scientist nor 
emotionally about individual animals but describes realistically and impersonal¬ 
ly what takes place and conveys to the reader an exciting drama. 

Another well written, recent, Canadian book, for popular nature reading is 
Brown paws and green thumbs by Carol Pearson. This is an entertaining collection 
of true animal stories. The amusing illustrations of the lively adventures 
experienced by the \nimals are contributed by '• Lewis Parker and add much to the 
attractiveness of this work. Animal lovers- will- enjoy these delightful episodes 
of her pets drawn from the personal reminiscences of' the author who, with her 
husband, manages a shelter for them. Mrs. Carol Pearson was told as a small girl 
that she possessed a "brown paw", the gift of understanding animals. The sparkling 
tales she presents here so well include Jack-Knife the camel, Monkey business, 

Joe the Budgie, My doggy digest, Bubbie and the crocodile and Silver Slipper, her 
favorite horse and many others. 

Justice u.O. Uouglas in PJy wilderness; East to Katahdin writes of his 
fascinating wanderings in the American wilderness from Arizona to Maine. His 
vivid descriptions of primitive nature make this more than a travel book. Some 
chapter headings include Baboquivari, Ouetico-buperior, The Everglades, The 
Smokies, ..hite mountains, Allagash and Katahdin. F.L. Jaques is the illustrator 
of this important contribution to nature literature. It is a companion piece to 
My wilderness;. The Pacific West . 

Readers who enjoyed Born free , the early biography of the lioness Elsa in 
Kenya, by Joy Adamson will welcome the second volume called Living free . It cont¬ 
inues her life story and that of her cubs until they are one year old. There is to 
be a third book which will include her tragic death. The author, the wife of a 
game warden in Kenya adopted Elsa as a cub when her mother was shot in self- 
defense in the bush, reared her and then returned her to the wild. The books 
disclose the remarkable relationship between Elsa and her human friends which 
continued even after her return to wild life. These appealing books are profusely 
illustrated with unique photographs which are beautifully reproduced. The books 
describe the land as well as relate an astonishing animal story. 
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PROTEST 
by K. A. 

who listens for the Loon's call 
Across a silent lake 
Or the soft scamper of busy mice 
And sounds that bats may make; 
who stands at dusk and listens 
To the gently grazing herd: 

Or rises "early , sleep-bemused, 

To hear the distant bird; 

who hears the fox or lone wolf's cry 

Or booming bullfrog's note; 

Who hears the pricket chorus 

Or murmuring pigeon cote; 

who listens for the hum of bees, 

: Who listens to the wind-stirred trees, 

He knows that we 

can never be 

gentle as these. • 

But always with a dreadful clamor 
Of raised voices and descending hammer. 
Of articulated trucks that growl. 

Of television sets, that howl. 

Of gears that grind and brakes that bind 
Until we almost lose our mind: . 

Sirens, whistles, buzzers, bells, 

Guns, drums and the man that sells 
Battering our aural passages 
With inconsequential messages. 

And we communicate? 

WE DESECRATE 11 

■iBwBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBc 


AURORAS are beautiful, mysterious-lights seen in the night sky most often in 
spring and fall. They appear to be caused by the sun. Jets of electrified 
particles from the sun speed toward the earth. Between 60 and 600 miles above the 
earth, the solar particles strike gas particles in our atmosphere and cause them 
to glow and vibrate. Auroras are seen most in the far north or far south, because 
the solar particles are turned toward the earth's poles as they enter the. earth's 
magnetic field. 


ANSwEiiG to Quiz 

T. moose 3» beaver 

2. Longtail weasel 4* fisher 
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NE.. YGuR'o DaY xITH NATURE 


by Anne Reid 


The first day of 1962 uvas a sparkli g. day - a glorious winter day made to 
order for Mr. .jestmore and his band of thirteen bird watchers* Our eye- opener 
was the little Tufted Titmouse seen at the top of lydenham Hill, ...iia. then went to 
Mrs. Shivas's feeding station, where we saw a-common Grackle and several Evening 
Grosbeaks. After a short drive , we left our cars and hiked up the old Radial 
Tracks. The crisp air was like a tonic, and we were very much in tune with the 
great outdoors, A Song Sparrow and a Purple Finch were Spotted here, A visit to 
Mr. .jestmore's feeding station followed and we decided to have lunch there. The 
birds ate and we ate - a sandwich in one hand and binoculars in the other, Our 
watching was rewarded with a glimpse of the Oregon Junco, a beautiful clear-cut 
bird, and a first for me. ..e strolled through the woods nearby and-saw a great 
Homed Owl being chased by a drove of cawing Crows. On the road again, many Hawks 
were seen. They /were everywhere - perched or soaring. However, the big event of 
the day was yet to come. In the vicinity of Carluke we stopped and set out on 
foot to a stand of evergreen trees, as we walked along the fringe, three or 
four Long-Eared'Owls flew out just over our heads, then another one, another and 
still another. It was incredible! ..e walked midway through this 'cathedral of 
trees' with these beautiful birds alternately swooping and perching on all sides 
of us. Lome were spot-lighted by the sun as it filtered through the trees. It 

was a breath-taking sight,.We headed back' to- the cews net--quite believing, what 

we had-just seen; ..e parted company - all of us extremely grateful to Mr. 
nestmore for giving us a well organized and profitable field event. It was truly 
a memorable New Year's Day! 


Note - A warm welcome was extended to corresponding members-Mr. and Mrs..^S.it,well 
of .villowdale. It is always an asset to have distant friends visit with us, 

■iBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBWBBBB!- 


Junior-Senior"Night" 


Once again our first meeting of the New Year proved to be a delight to those 
heartysouls who braved the Arctic elements to attend. This was one of the'friend¬ 
liest evenings of the club year where Junior members entertained the Senibrs; ' ’ 

Junior Club President Bill_Tilbury described his nature experiences and his in¬ 
terest in the Club, nrawmgs and sketches' were displayed by Ronnie Matsusaki 
and Rodney Gibson. Alfred senior proved to be a very fine amateur photographer 
with a display of his first slides, Sylvia Idema brought her shell collection 
while Ralph Idema gave an interesting talk on insects, Gordon Commodore made a 
sincere effort in trying to convert us all into tropical fish keepers. A panel of 
Juniors answered questions from the members, i he highlight of the evening was the 
presentation of the Ross Thompson-Trophy to Billy Smith for his outstanding bird 
list of- 2A0 species. Coffee, coke and doughnuts were served and everyone had a 
wonderful time. 

It's a pity,however, that there should be such a small Junior membership. It 
is up to each and every one of us to make our young generation aw/are of the: _ - 
mysteries and treasures of Nature. This is the purpose of the Junior Club. Will 
YOU do your share in helping us to make a stronger and better Junior Club*? 
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SPOTLI HT- 


ON COMING EVENTS 
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FEBRUARY MONTHLY MEETING 

Monday, February 12, 1962 

HR. ROBERT TAYLOR 

of Scarborough, Ont, 
Subject: " TIMBERLINS SUMMER 11 


x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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X 

X 

X 

X 
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x (Bob scent this past Summer in the Northwest Territories in 
x wildlife research end. his presentation should be e thrilling 
x experience.) 
x 
x 

x . TIME : 8:00 p.m. 

x , PLACE:Public Library 

x HacNab St. & Main x 

x -downstairs- x 

X -.-■■■ ■ X 

X • X 

x THIS PROMISES TO BE ONE OF OUR MOST ENTERTAINING EVENINGS l x 

X 1 ^ " ■ • ■ " x 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 


MARCH MONTHLY MEETING 

r . ~ ‘ _ 

Monday, March 12, 1962, 


" SEABIRD SUMMER " 

-sponsored by FON 

..free to members of the Hamilton NATURALISTS 1 club 

.small charge to non-members 

IT .MOULD BE SO NICE TO SEE ALL MEMBERS 'AND- FRIENDS OUT FOR THIS 
SPECIAL EVENT I . 


TIME : 8:00 p.m. 

PLACE - Dalewood Public School 
-1150 Main St. West 


yHH H Hr y Hr i' y c y r y r 

AUDUBON SCREEN 


TOURS - 


JEST DALE Secondary School-MAIN ST. W. 


. Tuesday, February, 13.1962 

ROBERT C. HERMES -"NOVA SCOTIA - LAND OF THE SEA" 

( Travel with MR. HERMES through our beautiful Maritime Province 
of NOVA SCOTIAi ) TIME: 8:15 p.m. 
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AUDUBOi 7 SC TEEN TOUL3-^/ESTDALE Secondary School- 

Frldsy Larch 25, 1962 

BaRT-iAIi CADBURY-' ;H: ' Pastures of the See. k 


—Lain tit* W. 


( This color film depicts man's inestimable resources 
and brings to audiences a world of beauty, e wealth 
mation s.nd a messare of conservetion. ) 


of the sea, 
of infor- 




wu j.■ 8 ; 15 p.m. 


FIELD EVENTS 

Sunday February 4, 1962. 


- FORAY TO REPAIR ROOD DUCK BOR ES_ 

i.any volunteers are needed for this worthy project, 
to work and enjoy yourself. Dress warmly and bring 


Come prepared 
lunch. 


Leader : Sandy I'YTIFI (JA9-0906) 
Time : 9;30 a.m. 

Place: Spencer Creek Bridge 
Highway 102 

Saturday February 17. 1962 


-YIN 71 

' ? his trip should 
of two enthusiast 


' ■,R AUTO HIKE TO OUR QRj\T SPO OKY HOLLO’./- 

prove to be very interesting under the leadership 
ic naturalists. Dress warmly and bring a lunch. 


Leaders : ,1, C4.- LCBRIDE (NE4-1742) 

MRS. A. SHIVA3 (HA8-6846) 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 

~lace : L.ountain Plaza 
665 Upper James 


Saturday February 24. 1962 


. -- SULPHUR SPRINGS HIKE - 

-alking hike to be conducted in Sulphur Borinas area 
and bring a lunch. 


Dress warmly 


Leader: MR. RAY LORES (FU5-9183) 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 

Place: King St. and University Ave. 


Sunday Larch 11.1962 


_. , : EARLY BPRIHG-FIAGARA RIV ER 

uotor trip for ducks, gulls and early migrants, 
bring a lunch. 


Dress warmly and 


Leader: MR. C-. MCBRIDE (NE4-1742) 
Time: 8:00 a.m. 

Place: Lain St. and Ottawa St. 
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LETTSR 

fro m AUDREY H/lfeED 

Naturalists' Club Convener 


Dear Members and Friends, 

Put a circle around Thursday HAY 10, on your 1962 calendar. 
This is the date of our " EXHIBITION OF NATURE PHOTOGRAPH Y at westdale 
Auditorium. He. want all of you and your friends to be present. 

The judging of the slides is to take place on May 5th at the 
Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters. The judges are to be MRS. JANET 
GOODWIN,Toronto; MR. LE1M THURbTON, Lindsay; and MR. ADOLPH KONERT,Amenia, 

New York. 


Mr. Clarence Smith is the capable chairman of the Exhibition, 
and the committee expects to send out entry forms to all parts, of the world 
next week. 


■•e 1 11 be reporting returns as they are received in future 
bulletins. Meantime, we still need volunteers to help with the many iobs. 
Phone MA8-2633 if you can help. 


.EXECUTIVE 


-X- X 

JUNIOR CLUB MENS * 

HBHWHHBHHRWHHHHoBWt* 


Advisor - Dr. Douglas Davies 
President - nill Tilbury 
Vice-P'resident - Nan Coolsma 
Secretary - Mike Ardeline 
Vice-Secretary - Bill Smith 
Records oecretary - Fr’ed belman 
Study Area Director - j-.lfred benior 
Representatives for 
those under 14 years: Cylvia idema ■ 

Gordon Commodore 


/ 


JA9-5130 
L15-3364 
JA9-6290 
LI9-8419 
JA9-5266 

LI9-3977JA9-2739 

LI9-3977 

FU 3-6411 

JA7-6213 


ROSS THOMPSON TROPHY xi N'Ui 

One of the highlights of the Junior Club's Program presented to the Senior 
Club is the annual award of the Ross Thompson Trophy for the junior member seeing 
the most species of birds in -outhem Ontario during a year. This year's winner 
of the silver cup was Bill Smith who saw the fine total of 240 bird species during 
1961. Bill was also awarded a special scroll for seeing such birds as the "Lesser 
Pipsqueek" . Close runner-ups were Bill Tilbury with 220 and Mike Ardeline with214. 
Gordon Commodore was the best bird spotter for those 14 years and under, seeing 
163 species of birds. Congratulations boysi This means lots of hiking and care- 

...cont'd 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT I96I 

Hamilton, Ont, (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, centre York and 
Dundurn Stsincluding Hamilton, Burlington, Dundas, Greensville, Ancaster, 
Sulphur Springs, Southcote, Hannon, Stoney Creek, Waterdown, Lake Medad; 
pasture 10$, plowland 10$, towns and suburbs 10$, orchards and old fields 15$, 
mixed woods 30$, marshes 5$5 open water 20$).—Dec. 24; 6 a.m. to 500 p.m. 
Partly sunny; temp. 17° to 27°'; wind N, 3-14 m.p.h.3 visibility good; l"-2" 
snow on ground, harbour open. Ninety-seven observers in 39 parties. Total 
party-hours, 223 (183 on foot, 40 by car); total party-miles, 697 (257 on foot, 
440 by car). — Common Loon, Is Horned Grebe, 5; Great Blue Heron, 2; Mallard, 
270; Black Duck, 110; Pintail, Is Green-winged Teal, 1; American Widgeon, 1; 
Ring-necked Duck, 1; Canvasback, 65 Greater Scaup, 26; Lesser Scaup, 2; Common 
Goldeneye, 85; Buffiehead, 27; Oldsquaw, 115 White-winged Scoter, 5> Hoodod 
Merganser, 3; Common Merganser, 6,000; Red-breasted Merganser, 7, Sharp-sHinned 
Hawk, 2; Red-tailed Hawk, 120: Red-shouldered Hawk, 3? Rough-legged Hawk, 21; 
Marsh Hawk, 15; Sparrow Hawk, 445 Ruffed Grouse, 8: Ring-necked Pheasant, 140; 
Gray Partridge, 23; Killdeer, 1; Glaucous Gull, 5; Iceland Gull, 3; Great 
Black-backed Gull, 77; Herring Gull, 12,000; Ring-billed Gull, 100; Mourning 
Dove, 63; Screech Owl, 2, Great Horned Owl, 9; Snowy Owl, 3; Long-eared Owl,. 

16; Short-eared Owl, 13; Saw-whet Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 2; Yellow-shafted 
Flicker, 11; Red-headed Woodpecker, 1; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 2; Hairy 
Woodpecker, 83, Downy Woodpecker, 196, Horned Lark, 3; Blue Jay, 174; Common 
Crow, 1,400; Black-capped Chickadee, 1,670; Tufted Titmouse, 6, White-breasted 
Nuthatch, 144; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 75 Brown Creeper, 22; Winter Wren, 8; 
Long-billed MarSh Wren, 2; Catbird, 1; Brown Thrasher, 1; Robin, 18, Hermit 
Thrush, 1; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 97; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 5? Bohemian Wax¬ 
wing, 1; Cedar Wa'xwing, 52; Northern Shrike, 21; Starling, 3,300, Myrtle War¬ 
bler, 1; House Sparrow, 3,400. Eastern Meadowlark, 129; Red-winge4 Blackbird, 

14; Rusty Blackbird, 85 Common Grackle, 6; Brown-headed Cowbird, 89; Cardinal, 
197; Evening Grosbeak, 156; Purple Finch, 58, Pine Grosbeak, 147> Common R&4- 
poll, 84; Pine Siskin, 26; American Goldfinch, 262; Savannah Sparrow, 1; Vesper 
Sparriw, 4; Slate-colored Junco, 1,700; Oregon Junco, 2; Tree Sparrow, 1,300; 
Chipping Sparrow, 2; Field Sparrow, 53; Harris' Sparrow, 1; White-crowned. 
Sparrow, 23; White-throated Sparrow, 4; Fox Sparrow, 2; Lincoln's Sparrow, 1; 
Swamp Sparrow, 19; Song Sparrow, 143; Lapland Longspun, 2; Snow Bunting, 260. 
Total , 97 species; about 34?555 individuals. (Seen in area count period, 1301 
not on count days Double-crested Cormorant, Canada Goose, Cooper's Hawk,. 

Pi1sated Woodpecker, Carolina Wren.)——Mrs, Joan .Allingham, Michael Ardeline, 
Eric W. Bastin, Frank V. Bell, Ira Bennett, David Bissell, Traian Boleantu, 

David Borthwick, R„ D. F. Bourne, Albert Butwick, Donald Campbell, William I. 
Campbell, Mr. and Mrs. A. E„ Clark, Miss Janet Clarkson, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon 
Commodore, Gordon Commodore Jr., Kenneth J. Cox, John A, Cumming, Robert Curry, 
Edward Dinniwell, James A. N‘. Dpv/all, Vincent Duff, Alf Epp, William D„ Finn, 

W. A. T. Gilmour, Vincent Giuliani, ■ Kerry Gorman, E. L. Griffin,•Peter J. Hamel, 
Mrs. Audrey Hawkes, John Hencher, D. Ralph Hendry, Robert•Henry, Bing Hoddinott, 
George E, Holland, Mrs. V/illiam Horning, Ralph M. Idema, Roger Jackson, Barry 
Jones, Kenneth Jones, Miss Margaret Lamb, Woodburn Lambe, Cameron Lawrie, Miss 
Suzanne Lawrie, Thomson Lawrie, Maurice Laycock, Hugh Lemon, James Lemon, Mrs. 
Charles Lena, Mrs. Edith Lloyd, Ray N. Lowes, Mrs. J. H. Lyne, Dr. Robert G, C. 
MacLaren, Harold MacPherson, Miss Eleanor Malcolm, William. D. McArthur', George 
V. McBride, C. Douglas McCallum, Mrs. Jeanette McCormack, Mrs. Freda McCutcheon, 
Harry McDougall, .Mrs. Lucie.-McDougall, John B„ Miles, Mrs. Dorothy Jane Miller, 
Dr. John J.,Miller, Huber Moore, Mrs. Carl M. Mor.den, Mrs. A, B. Morris, James 
Morrovf, Miss Olive Newcombe, Albert B. Nind, George W. North (compiler), John 
Olmsted, David K„ Powell, Miss Lorraine Preston, Mrs. R. Preston, Mrs. Leslie.' 
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ful observation, but also a knowledge of the features separating one bird from 
another' so that no error in reporting results, we are grateful to. Mr. George 
North who acted as judge. 

BEGIN oIRD ujlTUNuNG EnRLY! YOU ALL HAVE A CHaNCE FOR, THE TROPHY IN 1962. 


JUNIOR GLUd PRESENTS ANNUAL SHQw 


The special evening program presented by the Junior Club for senior natura¬ 
lists is always one of the highlights of the year. 

At this year's show in January, many interesting exhibits were on display, 
including collections of mine 2 a-is, fossils, shells, scrapbooks and books on Nature. 
Of special mention were the excellent drawings of birds and mammals by Lorraine 
Preston, Ronnie Matsusaki and Rodney Gibson 3 the last two boys showed some of 
their sketches from the platform in addition to those displayed on the walls of 
the room. 

•Several talks were given by the members. Alfred Senior showed on his ne w 
projector, coloured lantern slides of birds, flowers and scenes that he had taken 
this summer, Ralph Idema informed the audience about insects emphasizing flies 
and Hymenoptera which were represented by a professional-looking pinned collection 
in a glass-topped box made by himself. Bill Tilbury told in a humorous way, of 
some of his adventures while observing birds and collecting snakes. Gordon 
Commodore explained some "dos" and "don'ts" in keeping tropical fish. 

After the awarding of the Ross Thompson Trophy to Bill Smith, a panel of 
Junior Club members on stage answered questions from the floor in a quite expert 
manner. Ive were all proud of the knowledge and enterprise shown by these boys and 
girls;. 


FUTURE JUNIOR CLUB EVENTS , 

MEETING S YWCA - Main St. just west of James St. 

Saturday..February 3, 1962 - 7:30 pm,YWCA, Room "S". This will be a general 
meeting. Bring your displays, we may have a quiz or a movie. 

Saturday, February 17. 1962 - 8:00pm - PLANETARIUM 
Meeting at McMaster University in the SPITz, PLANETARIUM . Miss Uonna Faultless will 
take us on an imaginary journey to the north pole and south of the equator under 
varying night skies. Enter by main door of Physical Sciences Building which faces 
the end of Sterling Street. Inside turn left until you come to first stairs down¬ 
ward. Once down turn right and continue along hall to the Planetarium. Please be 
on time to avoid being locked outl 


Sunday, February 18, 1962 at 9 :00 am 

Mr.. David Powell (NEA-50A5) will lead this hike to Sulphur Springs (Ancaster) to 
see winter finches and siskins. Meet at King and University Sts. Wear warm 
clothing and footwear . PARENTS v.-ITH CARS WELCOME! 

LOST EARMUFFS 

See David Powell for earmuffs lost on Winter Duck hike. 
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A, Prince, Mrs. Anne Reid, Thomas Reid, Michael Riokiw, Mrs. Kira Sibakin, 
Douglas A. Smith, William D. Smith, Robert Stamp, Mrs. B. F. • Swain, David 
Tilbury, William Tilbury, Miss Anne Usik, Miss Lily Usik, Miss Mabel Watson, 

Mrs. Dorothy Westmore, Robert A. H. Westmore, J„ Harvey Williams, Michael 
Williamson (Hamilton Naturalists’ Club). 

NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to December 31, 1961 - 264 

Number of species recorded to J .nuary 16, 1962 - 93 

Red-necked Grebe (l)Deo.l7 L Harbour at Canal J. B. Miles, G. W. North 

Horned Grebe (2)jan. 1 A Brant Inn R. Curry, J. Olmsted 

Double-cr.Cormorant (l)Dec.25 Carroll's Point Alf Epp, Wm. F. Smith 

(l)Jan. 1 L Harvey Park J. B. Miles, Norths et al. 

Canada Goose (lO)Jan. 2 A West end of Harbour Alf Epp, et al. 

Gadwall (7)Dec.lO Oakville, Bronte J. B. Miles, G. North 

(l)Dec.l 6 L Third Line, Bronte J. Miles, R. Westmore 
Pintail (l)Jan. 1 A Bronte Robert Curry, D.A. Smith 

Green-winged Teal (l)Jan. 1 A Carroll's Point George & Laurel North 

Redhead (lO)Jan.l4 A Oakville J. Miles & Duck Census 

Canvasback . (3)Jan. 1 A Willow Point G. '& L, North 

Lesser Scaup (2)Jan. 2 A Van Wagner's Beach G. North, Ron Nagasaki 

King Eider (l)Dec.31 A Oakville Danny Strickland 

(adult male)Jan. 6-8 Woodland Cemetery J. Miles, G. North 

White-winged Scoter(90)Dec.l6 Lake at Guelph Line J. Miles, R. Westmore 

(3)Jan. 6 A Woodland Cemetery David K. Powell 
Hooded Merganser ( 2 )Jan. 1 A High Level Bridge R. Westmore et al. 

Goshawk (l)Jan. 6 A Bull's Point J. B; Miles, W. F. Smith 

Sharp-shinned Hawk (l)jan. 1 A Ancaster Golf Club R. Westmore et al. 

Cooper's Hawk (l)Jan. 1 A University Gardens G. & L. North 

Red-shouldered Hawk (l)Jan. 1 A Lome Park Curry, Olmsted, D, Smith 

Broad-winged Hawk (l)Dec. 6 L Erindale H. Roy Ivor 

Peregrine Falcon (l)Dec.l4 L Nash's Road Michael Ardeline 

Ruffed Grouse (2)jan. 1 A Sulphur Springs G. & L. North 

Gray Partridge (3)Jan. 1 A Limeridge Rd. E. G. W. North 

American Coot (l)Dec.lO L Oakville • G. North, J. Miles 

Semipalmated Plover (l)Dec. 5 L Dundas Marsh G. W. North 

Killdeer (l)Jan. 1 A Clarkson J. L. Baillie, D. R, Gunn 

Dunlin (l)Dec. 5 L Dundas Marsh G. W. North 

Parasitic Jaeger (l)Dec.l7 L Brant Inn J. B. Miles, G. W. North 

Glaucous Gull (l)Dec,17 F North shore of Bay " " " " " 

Iceland Gull (l)Dec. 9 F High Level Bridge G. W. North 

Bonaparte's Gull (l)Dec.lO L Brant Inn J. B. Miles, G, W. North 

Mourning Dove (7)Jan. 1 A Carluke R. Westmore,!. Miles 

Barn Owl (N 3E) (l)Jul-y A old Hydro Steam Stn. Len Simser, Wayne Tillman 
Screech Owl (l)jan. 1 A Sulphur Springs G. & L„ North 

Great Horned Owl (5)Jan. 1 A Dundas Marsh & Anc. John B. Miles 

Snowy Owl (l)Jan. 1 A East end of Harbour Curry, Olmsted, D. Smith 

Barred Owl (l)Jan, 3 A Lome Park Ernie Cuthbert, Don Perks 

Long-eared Owl (37)Jan. 1 A Carluke-; Appleby Line Westmore^ John Richardson 

Short-eared Owl (9)Jan. 1 A Upper Ottawa, Sherman A. Butwick, North, Miles 

Saw-whet Owl (l)Jan. 1 A End of Roxborough Ave. William Tilbury 

Belted Kingfisher (l)Jan. 1 A High Level Bridge J. B. Miles, W. F, Smith 

Yellow-sh. Flicker (l)Jan. 7 A Woodland Cemetery Huber Moore, G. North 

Pileated Woodpecker (^Jjar.-'M A York Road William F.. Smith 



Yellow-b. Sapsucker 


Tufted Titmouse 


Red-br. Nuthatch 
Winter Wren 
Long-b-Marsh Wren 
Robin 

Eastern Bluebird 
Ruby-crown. Kinglet 
Bohemian Waxwing 


Myrtle Warbler 


(l)Dec 
(l)Dec 

(1) Jan 

(2) Dec 
(l)Nov 
(l)Dec 

(1) Dec 
(2^Jan 
(l )Jan 

(2) Jan 

(2) Jan 

(3) Jan 
(2)jan 
(l)Dec 
(l )Jan 
f1 )Jan 

2)Dec 
^2)Jan 
(l)Dec 
(l )Jan 


Palm Warbler 
Eastern Meadowlark 
Red-wing. Blackbird(l4)Jan 
Rusty Blackbird (8)Jan 
Common Grackle (4)Jan 

Brown-headed Cowbird(l)Jan 
Evening Grosbeak (6o)Jan 
Purple Pinch (3)Jan 

Pine Grosbeak (20)Jan 

Common Redpoll (20)Jan 
Rufous-sided Towhee fl^Jan 
Savannah Sparrow (l)Jan 
Oregon Junco (l)Jan 

Field Sparrow (l)Jan 

Harris' Sparrow (l)Jan 
White-crowned Sp. (l5)Jan 
White-throated'Sp. (l)Jan 
Fox Sparrow (2)Dec 

Lincoln's Sparrow (l)Dec 
Swamp Sparrow (l)jan 

Lapland Longspur (l)Jan 
Snow Bunting (200)Jan 

Tufted Titmouse (l)Jan 


.10 
.24 
. 7 
.10 
.19 
.24 
.24 
. 7 
. 1 
. 1 
. 2 
. 16 
. 1 
.17 
. 1 
. 7 
.31 
. 1 
.10 
. 1 
. 1 
. 1 
. 1 
. 3 
. 1 
. 1 
. 1 
. 1 
. 1 
. 1 
. 1 
. 7 
. 2 
. 1 
. 7 
.24 
.24 
. 1 
. 1 
. 1 
. 1 


A 


Bronte 
Dundas 
Gage Park 
Fruitland 
89 Charlotte St. 
Indian Point 
Ainslie's Woods 
Gage Park 

End of Roxborough Av 
Bull's Point 
Dundas Marsh 
York Rd., Dundas 
Red Hill ravine 
Spring Garden, R.B.G 
Ancaster 
Gage Park 
University Gardens 
Aldershot 
Aldershot 

Upper Wentworth St. 

Dundas Dump 

n 11 

Dundas 
Lome Park 
Westdale ? Dundas 
Dundas, Ancaster 
Tamahaac Club " 

Vi/, of Appleby Line 

ti 11 11 n 

End of Roxborough Av 
Hostein Dr.,Ancaster 
Van Wagner's Beach 
Hollywood Ave. 

Van Wagner's Beach 
Red Hill ravine 
Stoney Creek 
Stoney Creek 
Bull's Point 
Limeridge & Ottawa 

II II u 

Romar Dr,, Dundas 


J. B. Miles, G. North 
Audrey Hawkes 
North, Miles, Moore 
Wm. R. Holley, H. Cunliffe 
W. D, McArthur 
Joan Allingham 
R. D. F. Bourne 
Miles, Moore, North 
.William Tilbury 
J. B. Miles 

W. Tilbury, W. F, Smith 
C, H. Chmpbell 
W. Tilbury 

, W. F. Smith, T. Boleantu 
W. Smith, Miles, et al. 
Miles, Moore, North 
Curry, North, et al. 

David K. Powell 


A. Butwick, J. Miles 

L. & G„ North et aj, 

R. Westmore et al. 

Marion Shivas 
Ellen Cuthbert 

M. Shivas, A. Hawkes et al 
R. Westmore et al. 

E. W. Bastin, J. Bowall 
John Richardson 


.William Tilbury 
R. Westmore, Club hike 
J. Miles, G. W, North 
Douglas A Smith 
Curry, Olmsted, D. Smith 
Miles, Moore, North 
Miles, MacPherson et al. 

11 11 11 n 

J. B. Miles 
A. Butwick, J. Miles 

n 11 n n 

Club Hike 


Other commoner birds seen on January 1, 1J62 are Mallard, Black Duck, 

Greater Scaup, Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead, Oldsquaw, Common Merganser, 
Red-breasted Merganser, Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, Marsh Hawk, 

Sparrow Hawk, Ring-necked Fheasant, Glaucous Gull, Iceland Gull, Great Black- 
backed Gull, Herring Gull, Ring-hilled Gull, Hairy Woodpecker, Downy Wood¬ 
pecker, Blue Jay, Common Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nut¬ 
hatch, Brown Creeper, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Cedar Waxwing, Northern Shrike, 
Starling, House Sparrow, Cardinal, American Goldfinch, Slate-colored Junco, 
Tree Sparrow, and Song Sparrow, 

OAK ORCHARD SWAMP TRIP - Owing to the FGN Annual Meeting being held at London 
on April 14th, the date of the annual trip to see the geese in New York State 
has been changed to Sunday, April 8th . Meet at Main & Ottawa Sts. at JzOO am. 



